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AYL, program to
educate future leaders

Asia Youth Leaders is a program orga-
nized by the AEON 1% Club Foundation
to develop the leaders of the next gen-
eration. Through the program, high school
students from various Asian countries
visit cultural and political sites, listen to
lectures by experts, hold discussions
using English as a common language, and
propose solutions to social issues. This
year, the program was held in Tokyo
under the theme of "Qualities needed for
Future Leaders" and was attended by high
school students from eight countries:
Japan, Indonesia, Cambodia, Thailand,
China, Vietnam, Malaysia, and Laos.

Learn about Aeon 1%
Club Foundation

The Aeon 1% Club Foundation carries
out social contribution activities funded by
1% of the Aeon Group's profits. The foun-
dation sets four main purposes of their
activities: Healthy Development of Chil-
dren, Friendships with Other Countries,
Local Development Contributions, and
Emergency Disaster Recovery Support.
In addition to AYL, there are many other
programs run by Aeon 1% Club Foun-
dation to which Kaisei students can apply.
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Cultural exchange in AYL

During the program, participants had many opportunities to experience other
cultures. Participants experienced many Japanese traditions like Japanese
sweets- making, tea ceremony, wearing Yukata, and Bon- Odori. Not only
foreign participants, but many of the participants from Japan also experienced
them for the first time. On the third day, Professor Kitamura gave a lecture to
the participants about "The role of education in the development of nations".
Participants shared their own country' s current situations and issues on
education, which broadened the participants' perspectives.

Also, the everyday discussion for the final presentation was full of cultural
experiences too. Many participants struggled with having discussions with
participants from the other countries. Some suffered from high level English
conversations and some suffered from the different styles of discussions, or the
different logic used to solve issues. But at the end of the program, a farewell
party was held and participants enjoyed the diverse traditional dress and
performances.

"What a brilliant experience!"-Adison,

Yali Middle school

Participating in AYL was absolutely a brilliant experience. I felt not only joy,
but also a sense of a broadened horizon. Cultural exchange was a fascinating
part of the program. With participants from eight different countries, I've
gained tons of knowledge on their cultures. The sparks of ideas were even
more impressive in this event. Discussing social issues, we raised questions
from the perspective of the circumstances in each of our own countries, and
hammered out joint solutions. That enabled us to optimize our solutions and
conclude what future leaders need to make the world a better place.

I feel fortunate to have participated in AYL, for letting me improve myself,
and more importantly, for helping promote mutual understanding between
countries. I would definitely participate in it again if I have the opportunity!

AAdison(Left) and Jota(Right)

AFrom newspaper clubA Let's try reading English newspaper!




