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SGH Vietnam Trip: A Reflection
Thomas Belshaw

This month as part of the SGH programme, a team of 15 Kaisei students, accompanied by 2
teachers went on a week—long trip (January 4'™-11*") to Ho Chi Minh City in southern Vietnam. The
first two days of the trip were filled with an exchange programme with the local Tran Dai Nghia
High School for the gifted, part of which involved spending one night in a homestay. While I am
sure many of the students were apprehensive about staying with a family they’ ve never met and
becoming a part of their culture, it was clear upon departure from the school on the second day
that even in such a short time students had formed friendships that will last long beyond this
one—week trip.

During the latter half of the trip, students made a number of visits to Japanese
companies as well as sites of particular historical importance to Vietnam. The goal of this was
not to simply focus on the war but to see how
Vietnam is dealing with its own fascinating
history and developing into a vibrant, modern
nation and with this how the relationship
between Japan and Vietnam is developing. It was

an eye—opening trip with signs of Vietnam s

growth such as Bitexco Tower, or the soon to be



completed subway system, juxtaposed with a visit to an orphanage where the majority of children
were abandoned at birth. This led to natural discussion amongst the group about the role of
capitalism and globalism and how it is affecting the world we live in. It was excellent to see
students engage in such stimulating conversation and expand their understanding of what it

means to be a global citizen in this world.
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